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Northern California/Hawaii 
NEBB Chapter  
 

President’s Message 

By Jason Huffman    

What a year 2020 has been. Looking forward we continue to say we can only go up from 
here!  What a relief to see our California blue skies again.  I hope you are all faring well in 
life and in business in these trying times.  So far, this year has been a year that in some   
respects I hope we can all soon forget.  I have missed pursuing the freedoms that we have 
all become so accustomed to and had probably taken for granted.  I know I have acquired 
a new perspective on being with family and friends and how important it is to me.  As Joni 
Mitchell says in Big Yellow Taxi, “…you don’t know what you’ve got til it’s gone…”, and boy, 
those words ring so true. 

 

We look to 2021 for a new year of opportunity and the ability to get back together and 
strengthen NEBB and each other through positive experiences and successful business 
ventures and relationships. I hope to see each of you face to face in Monterey in April next 
year .  It’s funny to miss even the simple things like an all-day certification meeting right? 

 

It’s been a wild ride, but we’re all going to be better for going through this. Remember how 
change used to be so difficult?  Well, it doesn’t seem so scary anymore.  You’ve done it— 
you’ve officially flipped the script, shifted, and owned it along the way. If there’s anything I 
can do for you, please reach out, any time. 

 

God Bless 

 
Jason Huffman 

NorCal Hawaii NEBB Chapter President.   
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   Knowing and      
Understanding the   

Controls 
 

     By Derrick Tomasa, CT 

             Pacific Test & Balance, Inc. 

 

 

T 
here have been times that we have 

gone to a job site and found out that 

we do not have the right or the latest 

controls program and controller 

which won’t allow us to communicate with the 

system. Controls and controllers are always 

changing and adapting to the times to make it 

“easier” for the end user, sometimes making it 

harder for us to test and balance. Keeping up to 

date with the DDC control programs and types 

of controller that are used and how to com-

municate with them will save time and money.  

Recently I was asked to help a coworker finish a 

job for a national retail store. This retail store 

hired a general contractor and a local mechani-

cal contractor to install two package air han-

dling units (PACU). These PACUs were supplied 

to the mechanical contractor with the units fully 

functioning, including the controls. 

The source of the problem was that the general 

and the mechanical contractor had nothing to 

do with the controls contractor and no one 

knew how to control the PACUs.  These PACUs 

were constantly adjusting their speed, tempera-

tures, outside air, etc., and there was no way to 

monitor or lock the system in place. This made it 

impossible to test and balance the systems. 

After a few trips back and forth, fixes made, a lot 

of reading, we discovered a national control con-

tractor and found that we could make simple 

changes through the unit’s controller.  To do this, 

we needed the control contractor to lock things 

in place. This led to further problems due to our 

location.  Living in Hawaii, we are 6 hours behind 

the East Coast where most national control con-

tractors are located. With this being said, we 

needed to finish everything before 10 a.m. PST 

when the control contractor was finishing their 

day. This led to only having a few hours a day to 

work on the PACUs. 

After talking with my coworker, it was realized 

that we had obtained a control module for a 

different project.  This that might allow us to 

communicate and control these PACUs.  Should 

this control module work universally, it would 

allow us to override anything in the problem sys-

tem.  Ultimately, this  allowed us to work past 10 

a.m. without needing the control contractor to 

lock or release anything. 



certifications in building systems commissioning. Der-

rick manages the field training and onsite quality con-

trol for the Hawaii branch of Pacific Test and Balance, 

Inc. and is also NEBB, ACG and AABC certified.   

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in having a technical article     

published in our Quarterly Chapter Newsletter, please 

contact the Chapter at: akearns@nocalhawaiinebb.org.  

 

Lessons learned, even though the units’ controls 

are not part of the test and balance scope, it is 

needed by a test and balance technician to com-

plete the job.  It would have saved time and mon-

ey if it was known that we had a control module 

to communicate and control the PACUs. There-

fore keeping up to date with the different DDC 

control programs and types of controllers and 

how to use them is beneficial for testing and bal-

ancing  

 

About the Author 

Derrick Tomasa started in the TAB 

Industry in 2008. He worked at TAB 

Engineers from 2008 to 2012 before 

joining the Hawaii division of Pa-

cific Test and Balance, Inc.  He 

moved through the ranks from ap-

prentice to journeyman.  Besides growing in his experi-

ence in TAB, Derrick has also gained experience and 



NEBB Reschedules the 2020 Annual  
Conference for August 18th - 20th, 2020 







 

CEC Title 24 Update 
The following excerpt is from the CEC website.  

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/
programs/acceptance-test-technician-certification-
provider-program/mechanical 

 
“The 2005 Building Energy Efficiency Standards 

(Energy Standards) first required acceptance test-

ing for mechanical systems in nonresidential 

buildings. These tests typically are performed by 

the installing technician. The 2013 Energy Stand-

ards specify that the CEC may require that these 

tests be done only by acceptance test technicians 

(ATT) that are certified by approved Acceptance 

Test Technician Certification Providers (ATTCP) 

to perform the required acceptance tests if certain 

threshold requirements are met [Title 24, Part 1, 

Section 10-103.2(b)]. 

Staff has determined that these threshold re-

quirements may have been met, which is why the 

CEC is initiating this process to implement the 

requirement. If approved by the full commission, 

all technicians performing acceptance tests on 

nonresidential building projects must be trained 

and certified ATTs who will be held to quality as-

surance standards, with penalties for non-

conformance.” 

We are hoping to see this on the docket for the 

December 2020 CEC business meeting.  

Now is the time to get your certification as an Ac-

ceptance Test Technician (ATT).  Another revenue 

stream awaits! 

Curtis Worley 

NEBB T-24 Committee Chairperson 
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The NEBB 
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If not, then sign up to    

receive it today at 

www.nebb.org 

 

Need Technical 

Publications? 

 

Check out our 

bookstore at 

www.nebb.org 
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ALL EVENTS AND TRAINING HAS BEEN   
CANCELLED UNTIL 2021! 
 

 

 

NEBB WEBINARS AND EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS 

For more Training  and Educational seminars and Information, visit 

www.nebb.org.  

Northern California/Hawaii 
NEBB 


